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Campbell County voters deserve a chance to decide on their own whether they want to 

support — or defeat — the idea of a quarter-cent sales tax for Gillette College and 

economic development. 

The County Commission, Gillette City Council and Wright Town Council will vote this 

week on whether to allow that to happen. Votes on Monday night and Tuesday will 

determine whether those officials want to place the proposed tax on the ballot for a 

special election in November. 

They should do so. Arguments can come later on the value of the tax, but without their 

approval for putting it on a ballot, the plan dies. 

That would be a shame, because it would be less about the importance of the college in 

the community and more about territorialism. 

Three Gillette City Council members on Tuesday gave a thumbs down to the idea of 

putting it on the ballot because they fear that it would impact voter support for the 

Optional 1 Percent Sales Tax. 

While we appreciate their concern about the 1 Percent tax, that tax must stand on its 

own merits. 

It has been widely popular in the past because voters saw its value. If in their eyes that 

value has shrunk, then it behooves the city, county and town to ensure that every 1 

Percent project is vitally important — and visible. And the people who benefit from it 
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must be willing to stand up publicly time and again to explain why it is so important. 

Senior citizens who benefit from it with the Senior Center come to mind, as do the social 

service agencies that get a small — but important — boost from the tax, as do all of us 

who use roads, water and sewer in the city. 

The tax would be up for a vote again in 2018, which is plenty of time for those officials to 

prove its worth rather than fear its defeat. 

If their fear is that great, the elected officials always could make the Optional 1 Percent 

Sales Tax permanent, which is allowed under the law. It’s not an option we would 

suggest and it surely would result in some officials being tossed out in future elections. 

But it’s an option. 

We also must point out that fear about the Optional 1 Percent’s future seems to be a 

recent development. While there always has been that worry, it didn’t stop elected 

officials from putting several other successful taxes on the ballot over the past two 

decades — namely the quarter-cent capital facilities tax that built the first building at 

Gillette College (approved in November 2000), the quarter-cent tax capital facilities tax 

that built the Wyoming Center (approved in May 2005) and the full-cent capital facilities 

tax that built the new Madison water pipeline (approved in May 2011). 

It also bears noting that one of the city councilmen with a thumbs-down vote was Dan 

Barks, who wasn’t as worried about the implications to the 1 Percent tax when he 

proposed the Wyoming Center tax as Cam-plex’s general manager. The reason for that 

tax was sound and it passed, just as there are compelling reasons to consider a 

permanent source of funding for Gillette College. 

The reason may be as simple as this: Fall enrollment at the college has increased 25 

percent this year from last year — 25 percent. And just not in part-time students. Also 

increasing by 24 percent was the full-time equivalency, and it could climb even higher 

since registration doesn’t close until Aug. 25. 



The increase this fall follows a record year for summer classes. During the summer, 

Gillette College had a full-time equivalent of 147.54 students, an increase of about 12 

percent over a year ago. And the head count was 341 students, an increase of 13.3 

percent from 2016. That head count isn’t a record, but the full-time equivalent is. 

College supporters have done a bang-up job over the past decade building a dynamic 

community college and making it a vital piece of Gillette’s future. Those who want to see 

it continue to improve by supporting a quarter-cent tax should have the opportunity to do 

so on the merits of the tax for the college, not see it quashed over unreasonable fears. 

 


